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UN High Commissioner for Human Rights brings
human rights education to the fore

HRE 2020 commends UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr.
Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, for highlighting the importance of human rights
education. Since assuming his post in September 2014, Mr. Al Hussein

has repeatedly advocated for human rights education, highlighting its
’ role in preventing human rights violations, promoting equality and
sustainable development, and enhancing people's participation in
decision-making processes.

Over the past year, Mr. Al Hussein has integrated the theme of human rights education into
multiple speeches, calling for "a newer and deeper form of education [...] that goes beyond
arithmetic to include skills and values that can equip people to act with responsibility and
care." In his keynote address at the Education and Peace conference in Geneva on January
15th, Mr. Al Hussein proposed that, "From the earliest age, human rights education should be
infused throughout the program of every school — in curricula and textbooks, policies, the
training of teaching personnel, pedagogical methods and the overall learning environment".

Words like these, coming from the principal human rights official of the United Nations,
reaffirm the centrality of human rights education in the UN mandate as well as reinforce our
overriding concern to strengthen the implementation of human rights education at the national
level and to hold governments accountable for their commitments.
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HRE 2020 to present in side event at the Human Rights
Council
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HRE 2020 to organize panel at 6th International Human Rights
Education Conference
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HRE 2020 is a global civil society coalition that promotes human rights education
through advocacy. It works with civil society, governments and international
organizations to support and strengthen the monitoring and implementation of
international standards on and commitments to human rights education.
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